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READING NOTES          COMMENTARY 
Your notes MUST include        Assess (evaluate) your understanding on 

a. Section Number & Title (“5:1 Experimenting with Confederation”),              a 1 – 5 scale. 
b. Main Ideas (“MI: Former colonies create new form of government”),  1= IDK ; 3=Got it, but have ??? ; 5=Master teacher 
c. Supporting Details (“SD: Continental Congress created Article of Confederation.”),   
d. DEFinitions (“DEF: Confederation = an alliance or working relationship”). !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Synthesis (bring everything together) 
Write one to two sentences describing what you feel are the overall message/lesson/point from the reading and/or 
any misunderstandings that you have in general. 

“The American colonies had to create a new government (called the Articles of Confederation) after the Revolutionary War that wasn’t successful.      I 
don’t get why it didn’t work out?” 

(3: Which groups are working together?)

Source:  David Allen, Evanston Township High School


